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Public  Health  Department, 

259,  High  Street, 

Uxbridge, 

July,  1953. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  UXBRIDGE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

The  work  of  the  Department  progressed  steadily  and  quietly 
through  the  year.  There  was  no  epidemic  or  other  untoward  hap¬ 
pening  on  which  any  detailed  comment  is  necessary.  The  vital 
statistics  can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  This  is  demonstrated 
most  simply  by  comparing  the  birth  rate  of  15.68  with  the  national 
rate  of  15.65;  the  death  rate  of  9.96  with  the  national  rate  of  11.3; 
the  infantile  mortality  rate  of  20.99  with  the  national  rate  of  27.6. 

Notifications  for  measles  and  whooping  cough  were  both 
considerably  less  than  last  year.  Those  for  scarlet  fever  were  more 
numerous,  while  once  again  no  notification  was  received  of  any 
case  of  diphtheria.  The  continued  absence  of  diphtheria  depends 
entirely  on  the  maintenance  of  a  high  level  of  immunity  brought 
about  by  adequate  immunisation.  It  is  not  perhaps  sufficiently 
understood  by  parents  that  protection  in  the  first  year  of  life  and 
i  subsequent  boosting  doses  are  just  as  necessary  in  the  absence  of 
outbreaks  of  diphtheria  as  in  their  presence.  Lately  it  has  been 
I  shown  that  it  is  possible  to  offer  considerable  protection  against 
*  whooping-cough  by  a  simple  process  of  immunisation  and  it  is 
hoped  that  parents  will  continue  to  co-operate  in  accepting 
immunisation,  certainly  against  diphtheria,  and  preferably  a  com¬ 
bined  immunisation  against  the  two  diseases. 

The  position  in  relation  to  vaccination  against  smallpox  con¬ 
tinues  to  give  anxiety  and  I  am,  therefore,  bound  to  repeat  what  I 
said  last  year. 

“  Although  there  was,  fortunately,  no  case  of  smallpox  in  the 
district,  the  nearness  of  the  two  airports — London  and  Northolt— 
gives  rise  to  constant  anxiety,  as  the  importation  of  a  case  of  small¬ 
pox  from  abroad  may  occur  at  any  time.  Far  too  few  babies  are 
now  being  vaccinated,  and  sooner  or  later  this  neglect  will  have  its 
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consequences.  Infant  vaccination  does  more  than  provide  young 
children  with  an  immunity  to  smallpox  which  can  be  expected  to 
last  for  some  considerable  time;  it  also  ensures  that  any  subsequent 
vaccination,  performed  perhaps  as  an  emergency  measure  because 
of  contact  with  a  case,  but  more  probably  as  a  routine  procedure 
required  by  reason  of  service  in  the  Armed  Forces  or  by  travel  to 
a  country  where  smallpox  is  prevalent,  will  be  less  likely  to  cause 
a  severe  local  reaction  causing  temporary  disability,  or  be  followed 
by  other  more  serious  complications  which,  though  very  rare,  are 
more  often  found  following  the  primary  vaccination  of  adults.” 

The  work  in  connection  with  food  hygiene  has  been  developed 
during  the  year.  All  food  premises  have  been  inspected  and  various 
improvements  have  been  suggested  and  attention  given  to  the 
rectification  of  defects.  Co-operation  from  those  concerned  in  the 
food  trade  and  in  food  handling  has  been  very  satisfactory;  this 
makes  much  easier  the  introduction  of  new  ideas  and  new  tech¬ 
niques  which  are  continually  being  developed  in  the  field  of  food 
hygiene.  It  cannot  be  stressed  too  much  that  this  work  must  be 
continuous,  and  mere  “  flash  in  the  pan  ”  methods  are  of  very  little 
value.  The  principles  of  food  hygiene  must  be  made  so  obvious 
to  the  rising  generation  that  they  become  part  of  the  British  way 
of  life.  This  can  be  done  firstly  by  the  example  of  the  food  trader 
and  food  handler  and  secondly  by  education  in  the  schools — both 
these  methods  are  being  pursued. 

Full  co-operation  with  the  personal  health  services  under  the 
control  of  the  County  Council  has  continued  during  the  year,  not 
only  in  the  field  of  health  education  but  at  many  other  points;  this 
is  made  easy  because  of  my  dual  appointment  as  Area  Medical 
Officer  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  As  time  goes  on,  it  is 
becoming  increasingly  obvious  that  without  very  close  co-operation 
from  all  branches  of  the  health  service  no  real  progress  will  be 
made.  Nor  will  it  be  made  until  the  preventive  health  services  are 
developed  to  the  full,  and  the  curative  services  placed  in  their  proper 
perspective.  Surely  “  prevention  is  better  than  cure.” 

Finally  may  I  say  how  encouraging  has  been  the  support  and 
willing  collaboration  of  Mr.  Baughan,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  the  other  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 
Their  work  has  been  uniformly  of  a  very  high  standard. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

O.  C.  DOBSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Total  area  of  District 


AREA 


10,240  acres. 


POPULATION 

The  Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Population  for  the 
mid-year  1952  is  55,320. 


TOTAL 

BIRTHS 

Live 

Live 

Stillborn 

Stillborn 

Sex 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

T  otal 

Males 

...  447 

21 

9 

2 

479 

Females 

...  419 

18 

5 

2 

444 

Totals 

...  866 

39 

14 

4 

923 

BIRTH 

RATE 

No. 

Birth 

Rate 

Basis 

LIVE 

BIRTHS 

905 

16-36 

Per  1,000  Registrar-General’s  esti¬ 
mated  Resident  Population 

STILL 

BIRTHS 

18 

19-50 

Per  1,000  total  ( i.e .  live  and  still) 
births 

TOTAL 

BIRTHS 

923 

16  68 

Crude  Rate 

Per  1,000  Registrar- 
General’s  estimated 
Resident  Population 

15-68 

Corrected  Rate 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  15.65. 

In  calculating  the  Birth  Rate  (Total  Births  only)  the  crude 
rate  of  16.68  has  been  adjusted  by  the  Registrar-General’s  Area 
Comparability  Factor  of  0.94  to  give  a  figure  of  15.68  per 
thousand  of  the  estimated  population.  This  allows  for  age  and 
sex  distribution  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  and  enables  a 
proper  comparison  to  be  made  with  other  districts  or  the  country 
as  a  whole. 


DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATE 

There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  505 
to  459  and  the  crude  Death  Rate  has  decreased  from  9.17  to  8.30 
per  1,000  of  the  Registrar-General’s  estimated  population;  the 
corrected  Death  Rate  decreasing  from  11.00  to  9.96. 


Total  Deaths 
(All  Causes) 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000) 
Registrar-General’s  estimated 

Resident  Population. 

Male 

246 

8-30  Crude  Rate 

Female 

213 

Total 

459 

9' 96  Corrected  Rate 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.3. 

The  application  of  the  Area  Comparability  Factor  of  1.20  to 
the  crude  Death  Rate  of  8.30  has  increased  the  figure  to  9.96. 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age :  — 

Males  Females  Total 

In  Total  Live  Births  ...  ...  12  7  19 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  has  increased 
from  13  during  1951  to  19  during  1952.  The  rate  per  1,000  live 
births  for  the  year  under  review  is  20.99  which  compares  favourably 
with  the  figure  of  27.6  for  England  and  Wales. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


The  following  table  shows  causes  of  death  as  given  in  the 
Registrar-General’s  statistics. 


Cause  of  Death 

No.  of  Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

4 

6 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

_ 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

_ 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

_ 

Whooping  cough 

1 

— 

1 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  ... 

— 

— 

_ 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

_ 

_ 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

8 

9 

17 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

18 

5 

23 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

— 

3 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

— 

8 

8 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

22 

18 

40 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

19 

33 

52 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

40 

18 

58 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

5 

9 

Other  heart  disease 

31 

45 

76 

Other  circulatory  disease 

5 

9 

14 

Influenza 

3 

— 

3 

Pneumonia 

17 

10 

27 

Bronchitis 

24 

8 

32 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  ... 

4 

3 

7 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

6 

1 

7 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

2 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

— 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

— 

3 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

4 

6 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

18 

18 

36 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6 

2 

8 

All  other  accidents 

7 

5 

12 

Suicide 

3 

— • 

3 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

— 

1 

All  causes 

246 

213 

459 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
Classified  List  of  Infectious  Dieases  Notified 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
during  1952  and  gives  comparisons  with  the  previous  year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Notified 

I 

5ulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

0—1 

1—5 

• — 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

5—15 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

8 

15—25 

2 

7 

9 

_ 

_ 

25—35 

5 

10 

15 

1 

1 

2 

35—45 

6 

2 

8 

_ _ 

_ 

45—55 

6 

5 

11 

1 

1 

2 

55 — -65 

4 

— 

4 

1 

— 

1 

65  and  up 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

Totals 

26 

27 

53 

7 

10 

17 

.  Deaths 

Age 

Periods 

Pulmonary 

N  on-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

0—1 

_ 

__ 

_ 

_ 

1—5 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

5—15 

— 

_ 

_ _ 

_ 

— 

— 

15—25 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

25—35 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

45—55 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

55—65 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

65  and  up 

•  1 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

2 

4 

6 

— 

— 
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MASS  RADIOGRAPHY 


In  March,  1952,  the  Mass  X-Ray  Unit  visited  Uxbridge  and 
was  located  at  the  Central  Hall.  The  Unit  was  working  to  full 
capacity  during  the  three  weeks  it  was  in  Uxbridge,  and  the  atten¬ 
dance  figures  show  a  gratifying  increase  over  those  for  the  two 
previous  visits,  as  set  out  below: — - 


Factory 

Personnel 

General 

Public 

Total 

1952 

3,077 

1,464 

4,541 

1948 

2,449 

1,037 

3,486 

1946 

1,981 

359 

2,340 

The  percentage  of  tuberculosis  and  other  abnormalities  dis¬ 
covered  was  low,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  ultimate 

diagnosis  and  disposal  of  those  cases  recalled  for  further 
examination. 

Recalled  for  large  films  ...  ...  ...  ...  153 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  discovered  : — 

Active  cases  requiring  treatment  ...  ...  ...  9 

Cases  requiring  observation  ...  ...  ...  7 

—  16 

The  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  found  in  1948 
was  31  and  in  1946  the  figure  was  23. 

The  present  arrangements  are  for  the  Mass  X-Ray  Unit  to 
make  visits  at  two-yearly  intervals,  and  it  is  hoped  the  Unit  will 
return  to  Uxbridge  in  1954. 
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REPORT  OF 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  ADMINISTRATIVE 

DUTIES 

The  following  summary  shows  the  inspections  and  other  duties 
carried  out  by  the  Inspectorate  during  the  year  1952,  when  a  total 
of  8,516  visits  were  made. 


Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Act 

204 

Premises 

visited  under  Public  Health  Acts  ... 

521 

Re-visits 

to  houses  and  other  premises 

1,681 

Visits  to  works  in  progress  . 

383 

Unclassified  visits 

362 

Visits  to 

factories 

259 

9  y 

outworkers’  premises  . 

19 

99 

food  premises  (see  table  on  page  16) 

...  1,896 

99 

slaughterhouses  . 

53 

99 

piggeries  . 

71 

99 

gypsy  encampments  and  caravans 

120 

9  9 

tents,  vans,  sheds  ...  . 

17 

99 

common  lodging  houses 

4 

99 

school  premises 

46 

99 

public  conveniences  ... 

167 

99 

swimming  pool  . 

9 

99 

petroleum  installations  . 

364 

99 

canal  boats 

4 

Visits  re 

Shops  Acts  . 

99 

99 

Pet  Animals  Act  . 

6 

y  9 

unsound  food  . 

328 

99 

nuisances  from  animals 

20 

99 

accumulations  of  refuse 

87 

99 

water  supply 

163 

99 

drainage  and  cesspools 

291 

99 

ponds  and  ditches  . 

39 

99 

rats  and  mice 

352 

99 

insect  pests  ...  . 

88 

99 

infectious  diseases 

142 

99 

alleged  overcrowding 

8 

99 

Council  houses 

53 

99 

permitted  numbers  of  occupants  ... 

10 

99 

smoke  nuisances 

43 

Smoke  observations 

60 

Council  houses  inspected 

65 

Water  samples  taken 

55 

Milk  samples  taken 

41 
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Ice  cream  samples  taken 
Interviews 

Informal  Notices  served  .. 
Statutory  Notices  served  .. 


70 

316 

484 

28 


HOUSING 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  466 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  703 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  in  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations, 

1925  and  1932  .  Nil 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  6 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  269 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  261 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  &  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  resoect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  resoect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  2 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  .  Nil 


With  reference  to  the  six  properties  in  Item  1  (3)  above,  the 
following  action  was  taken:  — 

(i)  In  respect  of  the  under-mentioned  property  no  objection  was 
made  by  the  owner  to  the  making  of  a  Demolition  Order,  and 
the  property  was  demolished  during  the  year  under  review:  — 

1,  Cripps  Farm  Cottages,  Hill  End  Road,  Harefield. 

(ii)  In  respect  of  the  under-mentioned  properties  undertakings 
were  given  in  accordance  with  Section  1 1  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936,  and  accepted  by  the  Council,  that  the  premises  would 
not  be  used  for  human  habitation  until  they  were  either 
demolished  or  works  of  repair  carried  out  which  would  render 
the  houses  fit  to  be  used  as  living  accommodation:  — 

The  Cottage,  Boyers  Wharf,  Moorhall  Road,  Harefield. 

138,  High  Street,  Harefield. 

3,  Newdigate  Cottages,  Church  Hill,  Harefield. 

30,  Chapel  Street,  Uxbridge. 

94,  Waterloo  Road,  Uxbridge. 

(iii)  In  respect  of  The  Cottage,  Boyers  Wharf  a  detailed  specifica¬ 
tion  of  works  to  render  the  premises  fit  for  human  habitation 
was  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  owner,  and  accepted  by  the 
Council  in  November,  1952.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  report 
the  works  are  still  in  hand. 

NUISANCES 

Nine  hundred  and  six  individual  complaints  were  received 
relating  to  the  following  matters:  — 

Insanitary  condition  of  house  ...  ...  25 

General  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  34 
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Defective  chimneys  and  fireplaces  ...  ...  20 

„  walls  and  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  14 

„  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

„  roofs  and  guttering  ...  ...  27 

„  doors  and  windows  ...  ...  8 

„  drains  and  sanitary  fittings  ...  117 

„  water  storage  tanks  and  fittings  ...  38 

„  sinks  and  wash-hand  basins  ...  3 

„  dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Nuisance  from  dampness  ...  ...  ...  30 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Wasps’  nests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Accumulation  of  refuse  or  manure  ...  ...  42 

Nuisance  from  keeping  animals  ...  ...  20 

„  „  gypsies  .  13 

„  rats  or  mice  ...  ...  ...  299 

,,  „  ponds  or  ditches  ...  ...  11 

„  „  insect  pests  ...  ...  ...  38 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  39 


Each  of  the  above  complaints  was  investigated  and  where 
conditions  were  found  justifying  action  by  the  Department  the 
appropriate  steps  were  taken. 

FACTORIES 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  inspections  made, 
defects  found,  and  the  result  of  action  taken. 


1.  Inspection  of  Factories. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

notices 

Occupier 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authority 

19 

13 

5 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  section  7  is 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority 

147 

241 

29 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’ 
premises) 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Total 

171 

259 

34 

— 

12 


2.  Defects  Found  in  Factories. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Insp. 

By  H.M. 
Insp. 

W ant  of  cleanliness  (S.  1 ) . . . 

Q 

V 

9 

_ 

_ _ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  Tempera- 

— 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

— - 

ture  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S-4)  . 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defect- 

3 

3 

— 

1 

— 

tive 

31 

29 

— 

2 

— - 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  of¬ 
fences  relating  to  home 

work) 

1 

Total  ... 

43 

41 

1 

3 

— - 

3.  HOME-WORK. 

During  the  year  nineteen  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to 
the  homes  of  outworkers  residing  in  the  District ;  all  the  premises 
were  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 


PETROLEUM  INSTALLATIONS 

During  the  year  364  visits  were  paid  to  the  95  premises  licensed 
for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit,  petroleum  mixtures  and  carbide 
of  calcium. 

In  November,  1951,  following  the  occurrence  of  an  explosion 
in  a  Bristol  garage,  it  was  decided  to  pay  immediate  particular 
attention  to  those  premises  where  bulk  storage  was  situated  beneath 
business  premises  and/or  living  accommodation.  As  a  result  of 
these  special  investigations  six  licensees  were  informed  of  the 
structural  alterations  now  considered  necessary  in  the  light  of 
experience  to  bring  their  premises  to  a  desirable  standard  of  safety, 
and  that  no  further  licences  would  be  granted  until  the  required 
alterations  had  been  carried  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council. 
In  all  cases  the  required  works  were  executed,  involving  major  re¬ 
construction  of  the  petroleum  installations  at  three  premises. 
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In  addition  to  the  foregoing  it  was  considered  advisable  to 
test  by  air  pressure  all  underground  storage  tanks  which  had  been 
installed  for  20  or  more  years.  Forty-seven  tanks  were  so  tested 
of  which  three  were  found  to  be  leaking.  These  were  either 
replaced  by  new  tanks  or  filled  with  water  and  sealed. 

DEALERS  IN  OLD  METAL  AND  MARINE  STORES 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  on  29th  July,  1952,  it  was  resolved 
that  application  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Home  Affairs 
for  the  making  of  an  Order  declaring  Section  86  of  the  Public 
Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1907  to  be  in  force  in  the  whole  of  the 
District. 

On  12th  January,  1953,  the  Secretary  of  State  made  an  Order 
bringing  into  operation  those  provisions  which  require  old-metal 
dealers  to  register  their  names  and  addresses  with  the  Council  and 
keep  records  as  laid  down  in  the  Act. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Uxbridge  is  a  residential  area  and  there  are  relatively  few 
boiler  installations  in  the  District.  This  fact  tends  to  emphasise 
any  unusual  emission  of  smoke,  and  periodically  complaints  are 
received  concerning  what  is  regarded  by  the  public  as  a  smoke 
nuisance. 

A  total  of  60  timed  observations  were  made  during  the  year 
and  on  four  occasions,  involving  three  separate  factories,  smoke 
was  observed  to  be  emitted  in  such  quantity  as  to  be  a  nuisance. 

In  each  case  written  notice  of  the  existence  of  a  smoke  nuisance 
was  served  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  102  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  visits  of  inspection  made  to  the 
installations.  In  two  instances  it  was  considered  that  expert  advice 
concerning  the  structural  efficiency  of  the  plant  was  required  and 
the  firms  were  advised  to  apply  to  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power 
for  technical  guidance.  In  one  case  following  inspection  of  the 
plant  by  a  fuel  efficiency  officer  the  firm  was  advised  to  fit  additional 
apparatus  to  improve  the  automatic  feed.  In  the  other  instance 
the  installation  was  found  to  be  satisfactory,  the  trouble  being  due 
to  late  starting  and  consequent  over-loading  of  plant. 

Subsequent  observations  showed  encouraging  improvement. 

For  the  purpose  of  recording  smoke  observations  the  standard 
of  measurement  used  is  that  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Model  Byelaw  in  relation  to  black  smoke.  Although  this  Byelaw 
is  not  in  operation  in  Uxbridge  it  is  considered  reasonable  that  the 
degree  of  efficiency  of  industrial  plant  should  be  such  as  to  be 
comparable  to  that  required  under  the  Byelaw. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  piped  water  supply  of  the  District  is  provided  from  the 
mains  of  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company, 
and  has  been  adequate  for  the  requirements  of  the  District. 
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During  the  year  ten  samples  of  water  have  been  taken  in  the 
Uxbridge  town  area,  the  district  formerly  served  by  the  Council’s 
water  undertaking,  and  23  samples  taken  in  the  outer  areas.  In 
addition,  following  a  complaint  concerning  the  colour  and  taste  of 
the  water,  a  sample  was  collected  from  a  private  house.  All  of  the 
foregoing  34  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Regional  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  examination.  Each  was  found  to  be  of  high  bacterial 
purity  and  safe  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  population  supplied 
from  the  public  mains  are  estimated  to  be  as  follows:  — 

Number  of 

Dwelling  houses  Population 

Direct  to  the  house  ...  ...  14,568  55,076 

By  means  of  stand-pipes  ...  59  224 

During  the  year  two  samples  were  taken  from  the  shallow  well 
supplying  a  dwelling  house  and  although  the  report  from  the 
laboratory  showed  the  water  at  that  time  to  be  satisfactory  the 
house  has  since  been  provided  with  a  mains  supply. 

Since  a  new  water  supply  service,  including  reservoir  and 
pumping  equipment,  was  completed  at  Harefield  Hospital  during 
1951  samples  of  water  from  this  source  are  taken  at  regular  intervals 
at  the  request  of  the  North  West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  During  the  year  under  review  six  samples  were  taken  with 
satisfactory  results. 

During  the  year  12  samples  have  been  taken  from  the  deep 
wells  supplying  five  factories  where  water  is  used  for  industrial 
purposes,  food  preparation  and/or  drinking  purposes,  in  one 
instance  the  well  also  supplies  four  cottages  with  water  for  domestic 
purposes.  The  bacteriologist’s  reports  showed  the  water  from  all 
five  wells  to  be  satisfactory. 

swimming  pool 

The  Council’s  swimming  pool  was  open  to  the  public  during 
the  season  May  to  September. 

The  stabilising  effect  of  the  variable  chemical  dosing  plant 
installed  in  1948  again  proved  its  worth  during  the  year  in  main¬ 
taining  a  balanced  water  in  the  pool.  Samples  were  taken  at 
frequent  intervals  during  the  season  to  establish  the  degree  of  free 
chlorine  present  in  the  water. 

In  addition,  one  sample  of  pool  water  was  taken  for  bacterial 
examination  at  the  Regional  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  was 
reported  to  be  virtually  sterile  and  equal  bacteriologically  to  a  mains 
drinking  supply. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

During  the  year  the  district  sanitary  inspectors  continued  to 
give  close  supervision  to  food  premises  in  the  area,  and  in  addition 
the  services  of  one  qualified  sanitary  inspector  were  again  allocated 
to  this  work  on  a  whole-time  basis. 
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The  Clean  Food  Byelaws  adopted  by  the  Council  came  into 
force  on  9th  April,  1950,  and  in  operation  the  additional  control 
offered  by  the  Byelaws  has  proved  a  most  useful  supplement 
to1  the  powers  contained  in  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1936. 

The  following  tables  indicate  the  number  and  variety  of 
premises  visited  during  the  year  and  the  action  taken:  — 


(a)  Inspection  of  Food  Premises. 


Type  of  Premises 

Pren 

lises 

Visits 

Made 

Notices 

Served 

Total  No. 

Inspected 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 

74 

74 

367 

31 

Industrial  Canteens 

40 

38 

75 

11 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

95 

89 

318 

7 

Licensed  Premises 

Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors’ 

67 

48 

68 

3 

Premises 

8 

8 

23 

4 

Preserved  Food  Premises  . . . 

18 

18 

116 

— 

Bakehouses  ... 

13 

13 

68 

5 

Bakers’  Shops 

18 

16 

52 

4 

Butchers’  Shops 

Grocer  Shops  and  Wholesale 

35 

35 

138 

6 

Depots 

99 

82 

345 

20 

Wet  Fish  Shops 

12 

12 

60 

r 7 

7 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ... 

11 

11 

39 

1 

Confectioners’  Shops 

61 

41 

155 

2 

Greengrocers’  Shops 

27 

20 

46 

6 

Food  Hawkers’  Premises  ... 

14 

8 

26 

— 

Totals 

592 

513 

1,896 

107 

( b )  Defects  Remedied. 

Water  Closets : 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation 
Defective  seats 
Want  of  light  and  ventilation 
Defective  urinals 

Lack  of  or  defective  intervening  space 

Drainage  : 

Defective  drains 

Defective  or  insufficient  gullies  ... 
Defective  manholes  . 

Sinks : 

Defective  or  insanitary  sinks 
Want  of  sink 

Hot  water  required  to  sink 
Cold  water  required  to  sink 
Defective  waste  pipes 


1 

2 

5 

4 

2 


1 

1 

1 


1 

4 

18 

3 

4 

—  30 
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Washing  Facilities  for  Staff  : 

Absence  of  or  defective  hand  basin  .  10 

Absence  of  hot  water  .  11 

Absence  of  cold  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Provision  of  towels  and  soap  ...  ...  ...  12 

U ncleanliness  : 

Personal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Food  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Preparation  Rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Dining  Rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Food  delivery  vans  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Refrigerators  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Handling  of  Foodstuffs  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

JJtensils : 

Defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Unclean  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Refuse  : 

Defective  or  insufficient  dustbins  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accumulations  of  offensive  matter  ...  ...  7 

Rats  and  Mice : 

Number  of  infestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Rat-proofing  required  .  2 

General  Defects : 

Defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  plaster  (Number  of  rooms)  ...  ...  7 

Insanitary  condition  of  walls  and  ceilings 

(Number  of  rooms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  food  stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Ice  Cream  : 

Unhygienic  serving  methods  ...  ....  ...  1 

Animals : 

Nuisance  from  keeping  of  animals  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


42 


62 


25 


9 


38 


36 

1 

3 

7 


Total  270 
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Once  again  the  foregoing  indicates  that  a  considerable  amount 
of  work  has  been  carried  out  in  inspecting  the  various  food  premises 
and  effecting  improvements. 

Every  opportunity  is  taken  by  the  Inspectorate  to  encourage 
proprietors  and  staff  alike  to  review  their  methods  of  food  handling 
with  the  object  of  maintaining  the  best  possible  standard  of 
efficiency. 

(c)  Meat  Inspection. 

(i)  Butchers  Shops. 

During  the  year  12  cwts.  13  lbs.  of  fresh  meat,  home  killed  and 
imported,  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and 
destroyed. 

(ii)  Slaughterhouses. 

There  is  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  area  where  pigs  are  killed 
under  licence  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  while  an  occasional  emer¬ 
gency  slaughter  takes  place  at  another  slaughterhouse.  The 
following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during 
the  year.  In  all  cases  the  carcase  and  organs  were  inspected. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

Number  inspected 

— 

— 

— 

— 

120 

120 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

_ 

T uberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— ■ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

1-7% 
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The  total  weight  of  diseased  and  unsound  meat  included  in 
the  above  table  is  shown  below:  — 


Tuberculosis 

Other  Diseases 

Class  of 
Animal 

No.  of  animals 

No.  of  animals 

Total 

lbs. 

Whole 

carcase 

Part 

carcase 
and  offals 

lbs. 

Whole 

carcase 

Part 
carcase 
and  offals 

lbs. 

Pigs 

— 

2 

15 

— 

— 

— 

15 

(d)  Unsound  Food. 

(i)  The  total  amount  of  food  (other  than  butchers’  meat)  sur¬ 
rendered  for  destruction  during  the  year  was  12  tons  17  cwts.  24  lbs., 
as  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Class  of  Food 

Quantity 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Lbs. 

Meat — tin  ned 

1 

1 

35 

Sausage  Meat 

1 

4 

— 

Bacon 

— 

- . 

24 

Soup — tinned 

— 

— 

109 

Fish — tinned 

— 

1 

18 

Fish — wet 

— 

1 

33 

Butter  and  Margarine  ... 

— 

2 

1 

Cooking  Fat 

— 

4 

31 

Cheese 

— 

— 

20 

Milk — tinned 

— 

2 

106 

Milk — dried 

— 

— 

50 

Tea 

— 

— 

8 

Coffee 

— 

— 

4 

Fruit — tinned 

1 

10 

58 

Fruit — dried 

— 

6 

31 

Vegetables — tinned 

1 

2 

85 

Vegetables — dried 

— 

1 

14 

Sugar 

— 

1 

— 

Confectionery 

— 

2 

87 

} am  and  Marmalade 

1 

40 

Flour 

6 

10 

— 

Cereals  and  Cake 

— 

2 

50 

Pickles  and  Sauces 

— 

4 

12 

17 

24 

Of  the  foregoing,  6\  tons  flour,  2  cwt.  margarine,  3J  cwt. 
cooking  fat,  1  cwt.  sugar,  2  cwt.  sugar  confectionery  and  50  lbs. 
milk  powder  were  damaged  in  a  fire  and  rendered  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Salvage  Division 
of  the  Ministry  of  Food  for  collection  and  disposal  for  manufacture 
into  animal  feeding  stuffs. 

The  remainder  of  the  supplies  were  dealt  with  in  accordance 
with  the  salvage  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 
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0)  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937. 

Northolt  Airport,  which  is  situated  in  part  within  the  area 
of  this  authority,  is  a  Customs  Port  and  the  administrative  build¬ 
ings  are  in  the  Uxbridge  Urban  District.  This  local  authority  is, 
therefore,  a  “  sanitary  authority  ”  for  the  purposes  of  the  above 
Regulations,  which  prohibit  the  importation  of  certain  articles  of 
food  into  this  country  and  lay  down  conditions  which  must  be 
observed  in  respect  of  other  foodstuffs. 

During  the  year  there  has  again  been  steady  activity  in  the 
Department  in  connection  with  food  products  imported  into  this 
country  through  Northolt  Airport.  A  total  of  10  tons  10  cwts.  80  lbs. 
of  foodstuffs  was  dealt  with.  A  proportion  of  this  consisted  of 
relatively  small  quantities  imported  as  samples,  subsequent  bulk 
orders  being  imported  by  sea. 

The  enforcement  of  these  Regulations  has  been  helped  by  the 
continued  effective  co-operation  of  H.M.  Customs  Officers  and  the 
Import  Cargo  Section  of  British  European  Airways  at  the  Airport. 

MILK  SUPPLY 

The  responsibilities  of  this  Authority  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Acts  and  Orders  are  limited  to  the  supervision  of  dairies 
and  retail  distributors’  premises,  in  respect  of  which  twenty-three 
visits  were  made  during  the  year. 

(a)  Premises  and  Distributors. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  registered  premises 
and  distributors  within  the  district :  — 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

Retail  Distributors  ...  ...  ...  7 

Retail  Distributors  from  other  Districts  ...  6 

In  addition  one  of  the  producers  now  licensed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  is  also  a  retail  distributor 
of  milk. 

Twenty-one  principal  and  eight  supplementary  licences  were 
granted  for  the  sale  of  designated  milks. 

Information  was  received  from  the  Food  and  Drugs  Officer  of 
the  Buckinghamshire  County  Council  that  at  a  farm  in  Denham  it 
was  suspected  that  the  milk  supply  was  infected  with  tuberculosis, 
and  that  milk  from  this  farm  was  supplied  to  a  retailer  in  the  Ux¬ 
bridge  area.  Investigations  showed  that  the  milk  was  pasteurised 
before  distribution  and  five  check  samples  indicated  that  the 
pasteurising  process  was  efficient  and  the  milk  rendered  safe. 

In  another  case,  acting  in  conjunction  with  the  Veterinary 
Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  samples  of 
milk  were  taken  from  the  premises  of  the  producer-retailer  in  the 
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Uxbridge  District  and  submitted  for  animal  inoculation  tests.  Six 
samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  all 
were  reported  upon  as  being  negative.  An  accompanying  veterinary 
inspection  showed  the  herd  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

(b)  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme, 

As  in  previous  years,  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  at 
regular  intervals  from  the  various  schools  in  the  area,  which  are 
supplied  by  three  different  retailers. 

Thirty  such  samples  were  taken  for  examination  by  the 
methylene  blue  and  phosphatase  tests  in  the  laboratory  of  the 
Public  Health  Department,  or  sent  to  the  Neasden  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  and  all  passed  these  tests,  which  is  most  satisfactory. 
Copies  of  all  reports  on  samples  of  school  milk  are  sent  to  the 
County  Area  Medical  Officer. 

All  samples  of  milk  tested  were  found  to  contain  milk-fat 
I  milk  solids  other  than  milk-fat  in  excess  of  the  minimum 
I  required  by  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1939. 

ICE  CREAM 

During  the  year  seventy  samples  of  ice  cream  were  examined 
by  the  methylene  blue  reduction  test  in  the  laboratory  of  the  Public 
Health  Department.  As  in  previous  years,  a  percentage  of  these 
samples  were  duplicated  and  submitted,  for  control  purposes,  to 
The  Government  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Neasden.  Details  of 
the  results  of  these  examinations  are  as  follows:  — 


Grade 

No-  of 

Samples 

I 

.  28 

11 

.  27 

III 

.  13 

IV 

.  2 

In  the  case  of  the  two  Grade  IV  samples,  both  were  taken 
.from  the  same  retailer  who  was  selling  loose  ice  cream  without 
)proper  facilities  for  the  sterilising  of  servers.  The  product  of  the 
^manufacturer  who  supplied  these  premises  is  one  which  is  fre¬ 
quently  tested  by  purchases  made  of  other  retailers  and  it  has 
^always  been  found  to  be  satisfactory  on  such  occasions.  The 
xetailer  in  question  discontinued  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

There  are  95  premises  where  ice  cream  is  stored  or  sold,  and 
a  total  of  318  visits  were  made  to  such  premises  during  the  year. 

PET  SHOPS 

Under  the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951,  which  came  into  force  on 
1st  April,  1952,  no  person  is  permitted  to  keep  a  pet  shop  except 
ander  licence  granted  by  the  Council. 
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In  deciding  whether  to  grant  a  licence,  the  Council  is  required 
to  have  regard  to  the  need  for  securing  that  there  will  be  provided 
accommodation  suitable  as  regards  size,  temperature,  lighting, 
ventilation  and  cleanliness;  that  there  will  be  an  adequate  supply  of 
suitable  food  and  drink;  that  the  animals  will  not  be  sold  at  too 
early  an  age;  that  all  reasonable  precautions  will  be  taken  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases;  and  that  appropriate  steps 
will  be  taken  in  case  of  fire  or  other  emergency. 

Five  applications  for  licences  were  received  and  in  all  instances, 
following  inspection  of  the  premises,  licences  were  granted.  Two 
of  the  shops  sell  fish  only,  and  in  three  cases  birds,  reptiles,  mice, 
rabbits  and  tortoises  are  sold  in  addition  to  fish;  in  no  instance  do 
these  pet  shops  sell  dogs  or  cats. 

DISINFECTION 

When  required  steam  disinfections  are  carried  out  at  the 
Council’s  plant  at  Cowley  Mill  Road  following  the  occurrence  of 
certain  diseases.  The  installation  has  again  been  inspected  by  the 
Council’s  insurers  and  found  to  be  maintained  in  good  working 
order. 

Home  disinfections  have  been  carried  out  following  the  occur¬ 
rence  of  certain  infectious  and  other  specified  diseases. 

DISINFESTATION 

During  the  year  under  review  nine  occupied  private  or  Council 
dwelling  houses,  which  were  found  to  be  bug  infested,  were  dis¬ 
infested. 

The  spraying  of  unoccupied  Council  houses  was  continued 
and  during  the  year  233  new  houses  and  98  vacant  houses  were 
treated. 

MOSQUITO  CONTROL 

As  in  previous  years,  the  many  watercourses,  lakes,  ponds, 
ditches,  etc.,  throughout  the  district  were  treated  with  a  larvaecide. 

It  is  always  difficult  to  assess  the  real  worth  of  this  work  but 
the  materials  used  are  those  which  have  proved  most  successful  in 
mosquito  control  in  prolonged  tests  carried  out  during  and  since 
the  war  by  research  laboratories  and  the  Services,  and  it  is  reason¬ 
able  to  suppose  that  some  benefit  must  be  derived  from  this  work. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  rodent  control  section  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
continued  to  operate,  and  works  of  disinfestation  were  carried  out 
at  factories,  wholesale  depots,  business  premises  and  private 
dwelling-houses.  Works  were  also  carried  out  at  the  Council’s 
refuse  tip,  depots  and  premises. 
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The  majority  of  the  infestations  investigated  on  business  and 
private  premises  were  found  to  be  of  minor  character. 

In  continuance  of  the  treatment  of  sewers  first  carried  out 
in  1944  and  repeated  each  year,  two  further  maintenance  treat¬ 
ments  of  the  sewers  in  the  town  area  of  Uxbridge  and  the  outer 
areas  of  the  district  were  carried  out  in  May  and  November,  1952. 
Systematic  baiting  and  poisoning  campaigns  took  place  and  all 
areas  of  infestation  detected  were  dealt  with. 


PATHOLOGICAL  WORK 

Material  requiring  pathological  examination  is  sent  to  the 
Neasden  Public  Health  Laboratory,  but  in  certain  instances  this 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Colindale. 
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